
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: November 9, 2009 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 

 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs: Robert Tucker (AHS), Sandra Lewis (AHS), 
Melanie Rothe (CMS), and Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs). 
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Sandra Lewis (AHS), Amy Haymaker 
(MVES), Cindy Ferris (BSES), Leonard Smith (CES), Lori Barbour (CMS), Melanie Rothe (CMS), Jan Hobbs (Director 
of Student Programs), and Sarah Campbell (Superintendent). 
 
1. Ms. Hobbs gave the following update on the H1N1 status:  An H1N1 clinic was held at Callaghan Elementary 

School on 11/6/09.  It went well.  Falling Spring Elementary and Sharon Elementary have clinics scheduled for 
November 10 and 12, respectively.  School Messenger Alert calls went to parents of all three schools telling 
parents a letter was coming home about the clinic.  Once the other schools’ clinics are scheduled, parents will 
be informed.  Health Department nurses are deciding who receives the mist or the vaccination based on the 
information on the consent forms.  If a parent requests the shot and the student qualifies for the mist, then the 
student will not receive the vaccination since there are a limited number of shots.  The shots need to be used 
for people who have to have the shot. 
 

2. Dr. Campbell reported SOL tests would be given online for elementary students this year.  She noted those 
students are familiar with online testing.  She noted online testing decreases the chances of making mistakes.  
She stated there would be a link on the school website for practice tests so parents could be aware of the 
process.  She stated technology money had been used to purchase mobile laptop labs. 

 
3. Dr. Campbell reported the local composite index has decreased from 0.2210 to 0.2151.  She noted Covington’s 

composite index also decreased.  She explained that a lower composite index means that the school division 
will receive a slight increase in state funding next year. However, Dr. Campbell also cautioned that the 
magnitude of the state cuts for public education next year would result in less state funding overall. 

 
4. Dr. Campbell reported the Consolidation Committee members have been named and that the central office will 

work closely with them to assist any way we can.  She noted Judge Trumbo would like for the committee to 
have a consolidation plan completed within eight months.  She added that she and school board chairman, 
Randy Tucker, plan to give a presentation to the Board of Supervisors concerning the consolidation study 
during their December meeting.   

 
5. A participant asked if student enrollment has been affected by the flu.  Dr. Campbell said that the number of 

absentees was up, but that the overall impact of H1N1 had not been a factor in overall attendance. A participant 
asked if there is a “magic number to close a school” due to H1N1. Dr. Campbell replied there is not and that 
attendance is tracked daily and reported to the state health department.  She noted CMS cancelled their dance 
and MVE cancelled their carnival as a preventative measure for the safety of the students.  Ms. Hobbs 
explained that the Virginia Department of Health was not encouraging schools to close. 

 
6. Dr. Campbell reported the calendar committee has posted a draft calendar on the school website. She invited 

the members of the committee to email comments to her.  She noted the calendar committee would meet again 
November 10. 

 
NEXT MEETING:   There is no scheduled PAC meeting in December.  The next meeting will be January 11, 
2010 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs meeting at 6 p.m. followed by Parent Advisory Committee meeting 
at 7 p.m. 

 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with 

this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs, Director of Student Programs at 
Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1800. 

 


